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This foundation document is intended to provide guidance to the Justice with Peace Team (JwP) 
as it conducts its commission. The JwP Team was commissioned as part of St. Tom’s Uniting in 
Heart pastorate vision plan, which gives the following description of the team: 

 
Witness Pillar: 
As disciples of Jesus Christ, we are not meant to keep our love for him to ourselves. On the 
contrary, we are called to “go …and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit”. Matthew 28:19 

 
Objective: Inspire our parishioners to desire an encounter with Christ and model His example to 

others by offering our time, talent, and treasure.  
 
Goal: IMPROVE DISCIPLESHIP AND WITNESS THROUGH WORKS OF MERCY within our 

local community and beyond through the education and action of all parishioners. 
 

Scope: As a pastorate of the Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana, we are at the service of the Diocesan 

bishop’s ministry as shepherd of the People of God. On a practical level, the JwP Team is an 
advisory body that helps the missionary pastor in his work of assisting the bishop. The team’s 

work has both formative and consultative aspects. The work of St. Tom’s Justice with Peace 
Team will seek to: 

• Establish and equip a Justice with Peace (JwP) Team to foster a “culture of 

ministry,” which encourages the participation of al parishioners in mission trips, social 

events, outreach to the local community, and other short-term opportunities. 

• JwP Team will build upon our existing justice with peace initiatives, 

strengthening a culture of faith that inspires works by training members in Catholic 

Social Teaching. These works include Lafayette Urban Ministry, Hunger Hike, Haiti 
Ministry, Never Alone Ministry to the Elderly (NAME), Mentoring At-Risk Kids (MARK), 

Kid’s Hope, Jubilee Christmas, ACE Food Pantry, Racial Equality & Justice, and Family 

Promise.  

More specifically, the JwP Team works with the Uniting in Heart Witness pillar to:  

1. Educate about (or Create Conscious Awareness of) Catholic Social 
Teaching (WHY) among our faith community by: 

o Identifying appropriate educational resources and how to parse 
information into understandable and memorable content to help 
deepen the theological foundations of service within our faith 
community at St. Tom’s 

o Determining educational delivery methods that our faith community 
will value. 

o Helping members of the pastorate to raise prayer support around 
and within these activities by providing examples and resources 

o Other?  
 



 
 

2. Facilitate Participation in JwP Ministries and Activities 
(WHAT/HOW?)  

o Make Known the Opportunities by 
▪ Developing an inventory of Justice with Peace Ministries 

AND Activities at St. Tom’s 

• Identify the active ministries, who leads them, what 
they do and how to get involved. 

• Identify the Justice with Peace activities that St. 
Tom’s supports  

o in the community (i.e., Winterization, Hunger 
Hike, ACE Food Pantry monthly donations, 
Jubilee Christmas) or  

o sponsors (i.e., Granola Bar Crusade, Spring 
Break Mission Trips, Haiti Ministry, Mother 
Teresa Fund monthly collection) and which 
ministries are active in them. 

▪ Communicating St. Tom’s available ministries and activities 
to parishioners and to JwP ministries for possible 
collaboration.  

▪ Monitoring and ensuring that St. Tom’s ministries and 
activities are adequately addressing social justice issues and 
needs among the poor and vulnerable and identifying any 
un-met needs that can be addressed by our community.    

▪ Other? 

 

Membership 

Membership is determined by the missionary pastor, who may at his discretion consult the JwP 

Team or others for recommendations of new members. The Justice with Peace Team consists of 

both resident parishioners and student parishioners to appropriately reflect the demographics 

of our university parish. Membership includes parishioners with experience and charisms in the 

JwP Team’s areas of focus. Ex officio members include the staff liaisons for resident- and 

student-parishioner groups. As with all the pastorate teams, membership is ordinarily three 
years, but with the approval of the missionary pastor, a parishioner’s term may be renewed. 

Whenever vacancies occur (e.g., graduation, life events), they should be promptly filled.       

                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Leadership 

The JwP Team is chaired by two members, one resident parishioner and one student 

parishioner. The term for the chairs is ordinarily one year and can be renewed. The chairs work 

with the staff liaisons to set meeting agendas, collaborate on the team’s projects, and present the 

team’s recommendations to the missionary pastor and/or the pastorate pastoral council. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Why is Justice with Peace important? 

“The Church cannot and must not remain on the sidelines in the fight for justice." - Pope 

Benedict XVI 

Justice with Peace promotes awareness of Catholic social teaching and the opportunities to live 

out our Baptismal call by loving God and our neighbors (all created equally in the likeness of 
God and especially the poor and vulnerable). 

Catholic social teaching is … “A central and essential element of our faith. …  It is a teaching 

founded on the life and words of Jesus Christ, who came ‘to bring glad tidings to the poor . . . 

liberty to captives . . . recovery of sight to the blind’(Lk 4:18-19), and who identified himself with 

"the least of these," the hungry and the stranger (cf. Mt 25:45).” it is based on and inseparable 

from our understanding of human life and human dignity. (Paraphrased from USCCB - 

https://www.usccb.org/offices/justice-peace-human-development/catholic-social-teaching)   

 

Tools at the Ambassador Team’s disposal 

To conduct its commission, the JwP Team will use the following tools, as well as others (at the 
discretion of the missionary pastor): 

• The Evangelical Catholic’s (EC) baseball diamond for evangelization  

• EC’s Next Step online training 

• Sacred Scripture 

• Prayer 

• United States Conference of Catholic Bishops website: 

https://www.usccb.org/offices/justice-peace-human-development 

• Other resources as suggested by the JwP Team and approved by our missionary pastor. 

Principles for the JwP Team’s Work 

JwP Team agrees to certain principles that help its work to be conducted effectively and with 
charity: 

• The Team grounds its work in prayer to employ the theological virtues of faith, hope and 
love in discernment of recommendations to the missionary pastor. 

• The team approaches this work through the eyes, heart, and mind of Christ for the entire 
parish community and what is best for our community. 

• The team strives to “think with the Church.”  

• Team members strive to create an environment of listening and respect. Listening aims at 

understanding what others bring to the table. Respectful dialogue helps us to see Christ in 
the other and “to discern what is of value” (Phil 1:10). 

• The team seeks to build consensus in any recommendations made to the missionary pastor. 

• Team members make every effort to attend and be on time for all meetings. 

• Members are expected to read any materials distributed and be prepared to discuss at team 
meetings. 

https://www.usccb.org/offices/justice-peace-human-development/catholic-social-teaching

