“And then they will

see ‘the Son of Man
coming in the clouds’
… Heaven and earth

will pass away, but
my words will not
pass away.”

“Your all-powerful Word leaped from heaven,
from the royal throne, into the midst of the land
that was doomed” (Wisdom of Solomon 18:15).
These beautiful words from the Catholic Bible poetically
describe the mystery that we are celebrating: the time
when Almighty God, maker of heaven and earth, having
taken on human flesh in the womb of a young peasant girl
named Miriam, was born some 2017 years ago in a humble
shelter intended for animals. Many years later, John the
Evangelist reflected on his own eye-witness encounter
with the Son of God: “That which was from the beginning,
which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes,
which we have looked at and our hands have touched—
this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. The life
appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we
proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father
and has appeared to us” (1 John 1-2).
God became an ordinary human being like you and me.
The child Jesus was not born with a halo; He had no
visible aura radiating from Him. Many people looked into
His eyes and were unmoved. The problem is, I think that
most of us don’t expect to encounter the divine in the

If you would like to schedule a Baptism for your child, please
contact John Strong in the Parish Office at 765-743-4652 or
john@boilercatholics.org to register for the baptism class
and/or to place your child’s baptism on the parish calendar.

ordinary. But that is exactly the
medium that God most often
chooses -- to be present among us.
He is still present to us through
ordinary-looking persons and
events.
It always surprises me that so many
people who profess to be Christians
do not know that Jesus Christ was and is God. He was not
simply like God or close to Him; He was, in fact, God.
When we know this, His descent to earth in such humility,
knowing fully that we His creatures would torture and kill
Him, is astonishing. This is the mystery that we are
celebrating, and it is great food for meditation and praise.
I welcome everyone to St. Tom’s!
Fr. Tom McDermott, OP
Missionary Pastor
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Feast of the Holy Family (Dec. 26) 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (Jan. 1) 11:00 a.m.
Solemnity of the Epiphany: (Jan. 1) 5:30 p.m., (Jan. 2) 9:00
and 11:00 a.m.
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord: (Jan. 8) 5:30 p.m., (Jan. 9)
9:00 and 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 and 9:00 p.m.

Contact Mary Riehle in the parish office at 765-743-4652 or
mary@boilercatholics.org to start the marriage process and to
reserve your date on the parish calendar.
OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation of Adults) prepares those
who wish to become full members of the Roman Catholic
Church. These sessions are also a great way to learn more
about the Church. For more information, contact John Strong
in the parish office at 765-743-4652 or
john@boilercatholics.org.

Readings: Is 52:7-10, Heb 1:1-6, Jn 1:1-18
Psalm: Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6
For (11:00am) the repose of the soul of James and Dorothy
Brechenser† and for (11:00am) St. Tom’s parishioners.

By Peter Wehner, www.nytimes.com

E

arly in my Christian pilgrimage, as a young man struggling to understand the implications of a story I had only
a surface knowledge of, I stumbled onto a theological insight.
For followers of Jesus, salvation was based not on his life so
much as his death. Jesus could have been incarnated as a
man and been crucified within days. That’s all that was needed for his death to serve as an atonement, but that’s not what
happened. God clearly wanted to instruct us about how we
should live in this life, too.
He became not just the author of
the human drama but an actor in
it.
According to the Christian Scriptures, Jesus had a life story —
born in a manger in Bethlehem,
later moving to Nazareth, and
dying in his 30s, just outside Jerusalem. The fact that we’re so
familiar with the story has inured
us to just how jarring and unexpected it was. God came to earth
“not in a raging whirlwind nor in
a devouring fire,” in the words of
Philip Yancey, author of “The Jesus I Never Knew,” but in humility, without power or wealth, in a
world marked by strife and terror.
Jesus spent his infancy in Egypt as a refugee, Mr. Yancey
points out, and the circumstances of his birth raised the
specter of scandal. His life, then, was a profoundly human
one, involving work and rest, friendships and betrayals, delight and sorrow. This has deep implications for how Christians should understand and approach life.
For one thing, the Incarnation dignifies the everyday. There
has been a temptation throughout Christian history to denigrate the things of this world, from material comforts to the
human body, viewing them as lowly and tainted. But this
concept is at odds with what Jesus’ life taught, which is that
while worldly things can be corrupted, they can also be elevated and sanctified.
Consider that Jesus was incarnated in a human body. He was
a child in need of care and protection. He was a carpenter, a
craftsman who worked creatively with his hands. His first
miracle was at the wedding in Cana, where he transformed
water into wine. There was joy and purpose to be found in
the commonplace. The Incarnation also bestowed worth on
people considered contemptible, unessential and valueless —
“the least of these,” as Jesus put it.
Indeed, one of the indictments of him by the religious authorities of his day was that he was a “friend of sinners.” Je-

sus’ love was “undiscriminating and inclusive,” according to
the writer Garry Wills, “not gradated and exclusive.” He
spent most of his time with those who were forsaken, poor,
powerless and considered unclean. In a patriarchal society,
Jesus gave women an honored place. He not only associated
with them, but they were among his disciples, the object of
his public praise, the first people he spoke to after his resurrection.
The most intense confrontations Jesus had weren’t with
those with loose morals but
with religious leaders, the
upholders of the “holiness
code” whom he called out for
their arrogance, hypocrisy
and lack of mercy. In the
Temple courts, Jesus told the
chief priests, “I tell you the
truth, the tax collectors and
the prostitutes are entering
the kingdom of God ahead of
you.” In the words of Professor Wills, “He walks through
social barriers and taboos as
if they were cobwebs.”
The Incarnation also underscores the importance of relationships, and particularly
friendships. The Rev. James
Forsyth, the winsome and gifted pastor of McLean Presbyterian Church in Virginia, which my family attends, says
friendship is not a luxury; it is at the very essence of who we
are. The three persons of the Christian Godhead — Father,
Son and Holy Spirit — speak to the centrality of community.
When we are in a friendship, according to Mr. Forsyth, we
are “participating in something divine.” That is, fellowship
and friendship were present in the Trinity and are therefore
of immense worth to us. I’ve experienced that in my own
life, when friends served as God’s proxies, dispensing grace
I could not receive in solitude.
In some rather remarkable verses in the New Testament,
Jesus told his disciples: “I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned
from my Father I have made known to you.” God’s emissary
on earth had a core group of intimate friends — Peter,
James, John and perhaps his most faithful friend, Mary of
Magdala. These are people Jesus confided in, relied on, celebrated with and mourned with. He not only praised friendship; he modeled it. It’s difficult for us now to appreciate the
shock it was considered then — that the “image of the invisible God,” in the words of St. Paul, not only didn’t compromise his divinity by taking on human flesh, he actually
found succor in human relationships.
Continued on page 4.
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Always and especially during this
Christmas season, let us pray for
those who are in special need of
intercession:

F

ather of goodness and love, hear our
prayers for the sick members of our
community and for all who are in need
amidst mental and physical suffering, may
they find consolation in your healing presence. Show your mercy as you close
wounds, cure illness, make broken bodies
whole and free downcast spirits. May
these special people find lasting health and
deliverance and so join us in thanking you
for all your gifts. We ask this through the
Lord Jesus who healed those who believed.
Amen.

(continued from page 3)

The Incarnation is also evidence that God is not an impersonal, indifferent deity. Instead of maintaining a divine distance from life’s experiences, including its grief and hardship, Jesus shared in them. This can
be seen in the moving events surrounding the death of Lazarus, the
brother of Martha and Mary of Bethany. Here is the account from the
Gospel of John:
When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at
his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come
along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. “Where have you laid him?” he asked. “Come and see, Lord,” they
replied. Jesus wept. Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”

In the account in John, Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead. The point
here, though, is that Jesus not only had sympathy with those who were
suffering but experienced grief to the point of tears. Contrary to the
“health and wealth” gospel, which argues that God will deliver prosperity to those who have faith in him, Christianity does not promise an end
to suffering even among the most faithful, at least not yet. But it does
promise that God can bestow mercy amid our struggles, that in time he
can repair the broken areas of our lives.
Jesus was not a systematic theologian; that work was left largely to St.
Paul and others. While he certainly argued for the importance of righteousness, Jesus was far less concerned about rules than he was about
relationships and reconciliation — with one another and with God. For
some of us, Christmas is a reminder that while moral rules can be issued on stone tablets, grace and redemption are finally and fully found
in a story of love, when the divine became human. I didn’t enter Jesus’
world; he entered mine.
Peter Wehner, a senior fellow at the Ethics and Public Policy Center,
served in the last three Republican administrations and is a contributing
opinion writer for the New York Times.
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